=

Southeast L

Railway & L ocomotiveHistorical Society, Inc.
Southeast Chapter
Newsletter No. 110 — December, 2008

Southeast Chapter 2009 Elections

In the October newsdl etter, we sought memberswilling to runfor the offices of President, Vice President,
Secretary, and Treasurer. No responsesfrom the membership werereceived. Since only four people applied
for thefour positions, and therefore there was no contest, the volunteerswere el ected by Acclimation by
Proclamation at our January 2009 banquet.

Thenew officersfor 2009 are Reid Adams— Chairman, John L eynes—Vice Chairman, Robert Van Nest —
Treasurer and Paul Newtson — Secretary.

“Annual Banquet”

The Southeast Chapter Annual Banquet washeld Friday, January 9" aboard the Georgia300, aprivatebusiness
car owned by aH oridabusnessman. Heisalong timefriend of many railroad enthus astsaround the country. He
dlowedthechapter to usethecar at therequest of our previouscharmanW. F. Bill Howes. Hereisabrief history
of thecar. Thepassenger rail car washbuiltin1930in Chicago, IL, asafull degping car. Theorigind namewasthe
“Generd Polk”. It wasassgnedto servicefromAtlantato New Orleans. The GEORGIA RR acquired thecar in
1949, and converted it to abusiness car, and renamed the car to its present name. The GA 300 served the
executivesand guestsof therailroad until it wasretiredin 1982. Following 4 yearsof storage, it waspurchased by
the current owner, and was placed back into servicein 1987.



We boarded the car for the banquet at 6:00 pm, followed by drinks and snacksinthelounge. A Buffet-Style Dinner was
served at 7:00 PM.
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Exterior view (left), and interior view (right), of the GA 300. It wasamost unique banquet setting.
Photosby Reid Adams.

Southeast Chapter - M eeting Minutes Recap:

Meeting of November 13, 2008

The meeting on November 13" of the Southeast Chapter of the R& LHSwascalled to order at 6:40 pm by Chairman Bill
Howes. Therewere 8 members present.

Secretary’sreport: Theminutesfor the November meeting were distributed and approved by the members present.

Treasurers Report: Robert Van Nest handed out atreasurer’sreport showing the balances. Thetreasurer’sreport was
approved by the members present.

Committee Reports;

e Trips: Paul Newtson and Reid Adams discussed the upcoming trip and will work out detail sfor the next meeting. They
will haveall the detail sat the next meeting. (Continued on next page.)

Announcements.

(Our regular meetings are 2nd Thursday’s of the month @ 6:30 PM, inthe CSX Bldg., 500 Water St. Downtown Jacksonville, FL)
Next M eeting with the new 2009 Officers. February 12th

June 18-21%, 2009 - R&LHS Convention, Portland, Maine
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OldBusiness:

* Preservation of ACL 1504: Art Towson went to the Meeting on 10/23, and said it wasunproductive. Larry Shughart
mentioned the Chapter helping with aplaque asaproject.

New Business:

* Websitee Reid Adamsand Larry Shughart agreed to update the information about the SE Chapter on the National
website.
» Bill Howesgaveareport on the Sacramento activitiesin November.
*  Upcoming Programs
- January —Annual Banquet TBD (Adams). A flyer to bedistributed at the next meeting

-“15-Minute’ Locomotive— December: Jim Smith

The program tonight was aseries of videosfromArt Towson, on thelast days of the Western Maryland RR.

Meeting of December 14, 2008

Thelast meeting of the Southeast Chapter of the R& LHS for 2008 washeld on December 11" . Themeetingwascalled
to order at 6:45 pm by Chairman Bill Howes. Therewere 9 members present and two guests: Chris Giannetto wasaguest
of Larry Shughart, and Frank Defal co wasaguest of Paul Newtson.

Secretary’sreport: Theminutesfor the November meeting were distributed and approved by the members present.

Treasurers Report: Robert Van Nest handed out atreasurer’s report showing the balances. Thereis $2019.62 in the
balance. The CD has made $60 to date. Thetreasurer’sreport was approved by the members present.

Committee Reports:

* Newdetter: Working onthelast issuefor theyear.

*  FLARRTrip: Paul Newtson and Reid Adams handed out atrip detail packet. Some of the members had suggestions
about placesto stay, so Reid and Paul will work on that and send out updated information. They need commitmentsby
January 15", Trip is Saturday/Sunday Feb 7t - 8™,

OldBusiness:

» JohnLeynesupdated the group on the Henry Plant Video and described the sections, introduction, and how they will be
narrating thevideo. Johnwill get together with interested membersabout participating.

» Webste: RedAdamsand Larry Shughart will updatetheinformation about the SE Chapter on the National website.

New Business:

» Bill Howesgaveareport on the Sacramento activitiesin November.

*  Upcoming Programs
- January —Annual Banquet will be on Friday, Jan 9" ontheprivaterail car, GA 300. Reid Adamsprepared aflyer
withtheinformation. Cost: $20 pp. Deadlineto RSVP: Jan 3.

-“15-Minute” Locomotive— February - Reid

The*"15-minute” Locomotive program tonight was given by Jim Smith on thefamous PRR GG1. Themain programwas
given by our guest, Frank Defal co, on Signal Training and how to read them. He prepared afantastic dideshow and gave an
excellent presentation. Welook forward to Part 2 of the program! Thanksto both Jim Smith and Frank Defal co.
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R&LHSupcomingtrip “ TracingtheFloridaRailroad”

Southeast Chapter members Reid Adamsand Paul Newtson have planned an exciting trip to tracethe path of theorigina
HoridaRailroad, Florida sfirst significant railroad. Theroutewasfrom Fernandinaon theAtlantic coast, to Cedar Key on
the Gulf coast. Construction began and was completed prior to the Civil War. Thewar destroyed much of theroad, but
was put back into service after thewar. David Levy Yuleewasthe president of thelineduring itsearly existence. Thetrip
isplanned for February 7 & 8". Thetripwill beginin Fernandinaon Saturday morning, with severa stopsplanned along
theroute, with an overnight stay at Cedar Key. Sunday’sactivitiesaretoincludeavist to severd historiclocationsin
Cedar Key, and “back tracking” toArcher to visit the Historical Society Museum located intheold SAL depot. A lecture
hasbeen tentatively scheduled for usat the depot, to be given by Mr. Harold McGee, anoted local historianinAlachua
County. A few other special stopsare planned, and will bereported oninthe next issueof the* Southeast Limited.” A
portion of theorigina right of way isstill in servicetoday as part of the CSX S-Line, specifically, the sections between
Fernandinaand Yulee and Callahan, Baldwin and Waldo Florida. Thetracksweretaken up yearsago between Yulee and
Callahan, and Waldo to Cedar Key. Our current Vice Chairman John Leynesre-incorporated theold FloridaRailroad
company name, and hasawebsite with historicinformation on thelineaswell asmuch other information about Florida's
railroads. Thewebsite can beviewed at: http://www.flarr.com. Be sureto visit the company store pageto seeinformative
productions

TheFlorida Railroad depot
building at Fernandina
circa 1987. The original
lineprovided aquicker and
much safer routefrom the
Atlantic Ocean to the Gulf
of Mexico. This route
avoided the treacherous
Florida Straights and
saved many days travel
time required by ship. As
was typical of most rail-
roads, it came under re-
ceivership and changed
names many timesover its
existence.

The tracks at both
Fernandina and Cedar Key
were placed out onto the
piers in order to facilitate
the efficient movement of
passengers and freight be-
tween rail and ships. Cedar
Key isashallow water port
and required the use of
“lighters”, small vessels, to
transfer cargo from the pier
to larger vessels anchored
in deeper water.




