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Southeast Chapter Annual M eeting

January Banquet along CSX’s “Folkston Funnel” main line,
at the Trestle House - By Reid Adams

TheR& LHS Southeast Chapter’ sAnnua Banquet washeldthisyear a the Trestle House on Saturday, January
12,2008. Several membersdecided to spend Friday night at the house (the house can accommodate up to 6
people) andwatchtrainsthroughout theevening. JmandAnn, ReidAdams, Bill Howes and Barry Baines(vidting
from Boston) stayed a thehouse, and d so enjoyed anice seafood dinner a alocd establishment in Folkston, GA.
All of thetrainsthat passthroughthe* Folkston Funnd” dsogo by the TrestleHousewhichislocated off USRoute
1, ontheFloridasideof the . Mary’sRiver about four milessouth of Folkston, GA. Itisapproximately one
hour’ sdrivefromthe Jacksonvillearea. Barry Baineswaskind enough to bring hislaptop showing hisunique
computer program that displaystrainsintheareaonascreen, milar tothescreensthat dispatchershave. The
programdlowed the group to know whentrainswere passng by so that camerasand recorderscould get set up
inplenty of time. TheHouseisstuated onthebanks of the St. Mary’sRiver, withinafew hundred yards of the
ACL stedl Trestle. —Continued on page—2.
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At our annual meetlngthenew officersfor 2008 wer einstalled.
They arefrom left toright:
Robert Van Nest — Treasurer, Bill Howes— President,
Reid Adams— Secretary, John Leynes—Vice President
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Chapter membersand guests started arriving at about 8:00 am Satur-
day morning. Sixteen peopl e attended, including Ed Mellon and his
wife Dianne from Tall ahassee. Although the westher was cloudy with

CE¥inWaroan AR S periodiclight rain, thegroup had agresat time socializing on the porch

. ! whilewaiting for trains. Theindoor den had an expansiveglasswindow
N where you could seethetrestle, so people could watch trainsfrom
ingdeaswell. Part of theoldACL trestleisintheden, andispart of the

r—. housefoundation. Another brick trestleacrosstheriver isstill standing,

7 and some of the memberswere wondering when theACL re-aligned

s therailroad and built the newer steel bridge. During atypica 24-hour

o period, train watchersmay see an average of 60 trains, depending on

SRt Bahate the movement of freight into Florida. A wide variety of trainscan be

s seen during the 24-hour period. Continued on page—3.
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Chapter - Meeting Minutes Recap:

The November 8, 2007 meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Howeswith seven members present.
Treasurer, John Leynesreported that there was approximately $9,000in our treasury accounts. The Nominat-
ing Committee presented thefollowing date of officersfor 2008: Chairman - Bill Howes, Vice Chairman - John
Leynes, Secretary - Reid Adams, Treasurer - Robert Van Nest. Sinceonly four memberswere® running” for
four officer positions, thedatewill beinstaled by Acclamation by Proclamation to eiminatethe cost of sending
individua ballots. Also, theTrip Committeewill now behandled by Reid Adamsand Paul Newtson. Chairman
Bill Howesreported that the 2008 R& LHS convention will beheld inthe Lancaster, PA, areain early June.

The December 13, 2007 meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Howeswith nine members present.
Treasurer, John Leynesreported that therewas approximately $9,000 in our varioustreasury accounts. Under
Old Business, it was agreed that the 2008 slate of chapter officerswould beinstalled at our January 12th
Banquet to be held at the Trestle House onthe . Mary’sRiver near Folkston, GA New Businessincluded a
discussion regarding the February 23rd Jacksonvilletrain show. We agreed to reservefour tablesfor various
memberswho will also seek to find new membersfor our chapter. The program was presented by Ed Rock,
who made avideo presentation of NBC railroading newsclips.

Announcements:

March 13th - Regular SE Chapter meeting, 3rd floor CSX GOB, Jacksonville, FL 6:30PM
March 15th - SAM Railroad trip - contact Paul Newtson at Paul_Newtson@csx.com
April 5th- Annual Folkston, GA Railwatch event.

April 10th - Regular SE Chapter meeting, 3rd floor CSX GOB, Jacksonville, FL 6:30PM
April 12th - Model Train Show, Deland, FL
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R& LH S- Southeast Chapter - Southeast Limited

Northwest side view of trestle house — Robert Van Nest photo

Southbound Silver Meteor early in the morning — Reid Adams photo

View of trestle from lower deck — John Leynes photo
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Members watch a Northbound Freight — Jim Smith photo

Soutbbound CSX Intermodal - Chris Frank photo

i == Y

Bill Howes advises new members — Robert Van Nest photo




Baldwin Steam Locomotive No. 43

1910 Negative Mo, 3243
Ealdwin Locomotive Wotles.
Class 10 36 D 565

Eoad Mo, 43 Bualt for
Seaboard Air Line Eatlway Co.
Class T-80-K

Cylinders 217 x 287

Driving Wheels 727 Passenger
Engine Weight 1732700 #
Total Weight 255,000 #
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Multiple images joined for a panorama off the deck at the Trestle House& St. Mary'sriver, left/west, right/east — John Leynes photo
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View facing .east from below the trestle house. Robert VVan Nest photo View facing west from below the trestle house. Robert Van Nest photo.




SixAmtrak trainspassdaily, including theAutoTrain, which runsfrom thenation’scapita to Floridaand back. Someof the
guysasowaked towardsthetracksto get acloser view of al thetrains. Thereisashort trail through thewoodsto reach the
tracks. Food was provided by severa members, and Ann Smith helped to set up the tables and prepare the ham and
accompaniments. Each member and guest contributed for the dinner, and aspecid thanksgoestoAnn, Becky, and Vanessa
for taking on the burden of bringing and preparing the mgjority of the dinner. The banquet was outstanding, and everyone
especidly enjoyed the dessertslater in the day asthey continued to watch thetrains.

The chapter conducted aquick business meeting before the 3:00 pm adjournment. Paul Newtson, thetrip coordinator,
spokeabout the Chapter’sfirst field trip of theyear: an excurson onthe SAM shortline, in Cordele, GA, for Saturday March
15", Therewasgreat dedl of interest inthetrip from the members. Paul requested aresponse by the end of January, so he
could reservethetickets. Then, thefour new officerswereinducted: Bill HowesasPresident, John LeynesasVice President,
Robert Van Nest as Treasurer, and Reid Adams as Secretary.  The banquet wasagreat success, and we hopeto make use
of thiswonderful facility many moretimesintheyearsahead. Again, specia thanksto Jimand Ann Smith for reserving the
house, coordinating the details, and for preparing al that wonderful food.

Have you recently read any good railroad books?
WEell | have and herethey arel - By Jim Smith

Herearethreebooksthat | personally recommend for your railroad library. Althoughthey cover awiderangeof railroad
subjects, they areal sointeresting that onceyou start, youwon'’t be ableto put the book down. None of them are* picture”
books, but they areall great reading. Enjoy!

Sealingthe General, by Russell S. Bonds

Thisbook isvery well written and isalso well documented with source and descriptive notes. Although sparse on photo-
graphs, it did agreat job detailing 1) the story of stealing the General, 2) the history and saving of the General and the Texas,
3) theraidersthemsalves- who they were, what they went through while captured, their attemptsto escape, the awarding of
thefirst Medal of Honor, and for thosewho survived, what they did after the Civil War, and 4) the actions of William Fuller
and those who helped him. Inmy opinion thisisthe best book I’ veread about “ Stealing the General”. Withregardto
photos, | used two booksthat | already owned to provide amplephotosof thestory: TheGeneral and the Texasby Stan
Cohen and James Bogle, and the magazine Blue & Gray, July, 1987, The Great Locomotive Chase or The Andrews
Raid.

TheMen Who Loved Trains, by Rush Loving, Jr.

Thisbook isbased on much of theworkinglifeof ImMcClellan (aformer NSofficer). It providesalot of history about early
mergers and very detailed information regarding the decision by CSX and NS to make abid for Conrail. It was an
interesting read eventhoughit did not have specific“ notes’. Havingworked for CSX, | had the benefit of actually knowing
anumber of the peoplementionedinthebook. But, | think youtoowill finditinteresting readingand | highly recommend it
for anyoneinterested inthe history of railroad mergersand the story behind the Conrail buyout.

TheBoomer, by Harry Bedwell

Fird, | admit toenjoyingrailroadfiction stories. Railroad M agazine used to have afiction story injust about every issueand
| lovedit. Some of the absolute best storieswerewritten by Harry Bedwell about aboomer lighting dlinger named Eddie
Sand. Mr. Bedwell wasalifelong railroad man and aboomer himself, so he had plenty of knowledge about railroad people
handling both mainlineand branch lineoperations. Hismain character, Eddie Sand, isunsurpassed in portraying aquality that
ultimately brought al sortsof problemsto ahappy ending. So pull up achair and let one of the greatest railroad story tellers
put you right next to Mr. Sand asheworksasalighting dinger ontherailroad.
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Southeast Chapter membersposefor theofficial photo on thedeck of the Trestle House

Therewaslotsof steam to befound at the Northeast FloridaLive Steamersand Railroadersinc.
2008 Winter Meet, on the West Tocoi and Bostwick 7 %2inch and 2 foot gaugerailroad near Bostwick, Florida.
February 9th & 10th wastheir biggest attended event to date with over adozen live steam engines.
Their websiteis: http://neflsri.com/  Also check out the North FloridaRailway Museum at: www.nfrm.org

TheNFRM islocated in Green Cove Springs, Florida, at the ReynoldsIndustrial Park.



