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TITANIC Victim Buried In
Jacksonville

by Mike Mulhern

[Editor’ s note: Our resident maritime devotee has suggested this article on transportation history
as it is now in the minds of many due to the recent movie. This is the first half of an article which
appeared in Evergreen Cemetery’ s booklet. The story of the three survivors will be published later.]

April 15,1912. S.O.S.! The R.M.S. TITANIC plungesto the bottom of the ocean. 1,503 perish.
Only 705 survive, rescued after enduring exposure for up to six hours in freezing temperatures on the
open sea. It is arguably the most famous ship and most noted maritime disaster in recorded history.

The voyage would leave those who participated on it with an indelible mark upon their souls.
Those who survived — and there are six still alive at the time of thiswriting — would always have a
claim to fame and would enjoy alifetime of ce-
lebrity for their association withit. The event pos-
sessed a macabre mystique and dramatic attrac-
tivenessthat would causeit to beimmortalized in
song, books, and frequent cinematic reenactments
on the silver screen.

Jacksonvillewas homefor four of theship’s
passengers. One went down with the ship; three
lived to tell the story. And in the end, three of the
four wound up being “shipmates’ once again —
thistimein Evergreen Cemetery, an oasis of lush
green tranquility on North Main Street within sight
of the city’ s skyscrapers.

Thethreewho are buried there are Rev. Rob-
ert Bateman, Amelialsaac and Louis Garrett. The
fourth, AdaBall, moved away from Jacksonville
shortly after the disaster and is buried el sewhere.

Rev. Robert J. Bateman




Two local researchers have written detailed
biographical accounts about the Reverend
Bateman. Edward A. Mueller, Executive Direc-
tor and Curator of the Jacksonville Maritime Mu-
seum, wrote an article, “Robert James Bateman
and the TITANIC,” that appeared in Vol. 11, No.
4 (1987) of the TITANIC Commutator, the quar-
terly journal of the TITANIC Historical Society.
Local freelancewriter and amateur historian John
Cowart wrote two stories, “State’s TITANIC
Death was Loss to City” for Jacksonville
Magazine's December 1985 issue, and “Down
with the TITANIC,” which appeared in Folio
Weekly on November 12, 1996.

According to these articles, Bateman was
born in Staple Hill, England October 14, 1860
and became a student of the ministry at an
early age. While attending a Salvation Army meet-
inginaLondondum, hemet hisfuturewife, Emily
Jane Hall. He married her when he was 21, just
after his ordination. During the next 40 years,
Bateman fathered seven children (three sons and
four daughters, with his oldest daughter dying in
infancy) and enjoyed a ministerial career that al-
lowed him to serve as a pastor in Wales, Ireland,
England and in Baltimore, Md., Knoxville, Tenn.
and Jacksonvillein the United States.

But ministerial work wasonly part of hiscon-
tribution to theworld. “Ministersfor the most part
did not receive salaries back in those days and
needed aside profession in order to support them-
selves,” explains Kathleen Ellinghaus of Boulder,
Colo., who is the wife of Frederick William
Ellinghaus, one of Bateman’sgrandsons. “ The Rev-
erend Bateman was a stone masonry construction
worker in the employ of hisfather, Charles. This
work involved travel, because stone masons were
migrant workerswho bid on jobs and took up resi-
dence near the job site until the project was com-
pleted. We know that he did masonry work in
Toronto and in Texas, that he helped build abridge
inBaltimoreaswell asseveral downintheFlorida

Keys. He also wasinvolved in the construction of
Union Station in St. Louis, which is now a shop-
ping mall, and his name is on the cornerstone
there.”

His ministerial accomplishments were
equally outstanding. In Knoxville just before the
turn of the century, he founded the still-extant
People' s Temple. And when he returned to Balti-
more for a second ministerial stint around 1903,
he befriended Catholic Cardina James Gibbons
and became the first Protestant to speak in the
Catholic Cathedral there. After establishing him-
self in Jacksonvillein 1907, he was appointed by
the mayor to serve as the city’ s representative to
the National Conference of Charitiesin Richmond,
Va. in 1908 and was even invited to the White
Houseto discusshiswork with President Theodore
Roosevelt.

Bateman was also an evangelist and traveled
about staging revivals as well as amagic lantern
show, “the Passion Play,” which contributed to the
growth of his reputation. One of hisrevival con-
verts (actually, “recruits’” would be a better term)
wasEli Stanley Jones, who |later became afamous
missionary to India and noted Christian author.
Jones wrote about Bateman in his autobiography,
A Song of Ascents, and described him in thisman-
ner: “Through hisrough exterior, | saw there was
reality within. He was a converted alcoholic, on
firewith God'slove. | saidto myself, ‘| want what
hehas ... Hewasmy paragon. | found myself imi-
tating him ... | (accepted) him for what he was —
adevoted, diamond-in-the-rough winner of souls.”

Bateman’s son Percy Bruce expressed simi-
lar praisesfor thereverend: “My father didn’t rant
or raveinthepulpit ... He had amagnificent speak-
ing voice. He played it like an instrument. He
taught, explained, reasoned — always a positive
approach. At the end he would invite those whom
he had persuaded to join him. He never told those
who didn’t they would go to Hell ... His themes
were comfort, forgiveness and hope.” Reverend
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Bateman was blessed with agood stentorian sing-
ing voicethat he enjoyed using and played theflute
aswell.

Through the years, his ministry sharp-
ened its focus away from pastorships and more
toward creating missionsat which he could minis-
ter to the downtrodden, the unfortunate, the al co-
holic and the prostitute. Although some described
him as a Methodist and others as a Baptist, his
work was basically nondenominational in nature
and supported by anumber of Christian sects.

When he arrived in Jacksonville in 1907, it
wasawinter resort city full of transientsand needy
who found their way to the LaVilla area of town
looking for a better life and employment upon
Henry Flagler’sOverseaRailway. Bateman decided
to becometheir angel of mercy. With theaid of the
First Baptist Church, he established the Central City
Mission and tirelessly served all who crossed his
path who were in desperate need of help. “The
object of thiswork,” Bateman wrote, “is to visit
thesick, visitthejail, visit theworkhouse, feed the
poor, clothe the needy, hold nightly meetings, pro-
vide a home for fallen girls, (run) afree reading
room, visit hospitals, (distribute) religious litera-
ture, encourage temperance, help restorelost rela-
tives and send the wanderer home.” He aso pro-
vided freefirewood to the poor when the weather
turned cold, employing some of those whom he
served to chop and deliver the wood.

Hereisamonthly report Bateman wrote giv-
ing an account of 30 days of themission’sactivity:
“836 men were given beds and 1,284 meals were
furnished ... 182 men were sent to work... 12 poor
familieswereaided, fivewayward girlssent to the
rescue home, and homeswerefound for four boys
and three babies (that were) left on the mission
steps.”

“He hobnobbed with the desolate
Magdal enes, the malodorous, pitiable tramps, the
wandering, friendless hobos, the poor, besotted
drunkards— all the children of misfortune,” said
JacksonvilleMinisterial Association chairman Ed-
ward Ley in describing Bateman’s work. To that,
another minister added, “He gathered the sin-
scarred brood, the poor, broken ones, penniless,
homel ess, hungry andin rags. He housed the home-
less(sothey could learn) to help themselves.” And
his son, Percy Bruce Bateman, added this to the
picture: “He was never too tired or too sick to

respond to any cry for help. Hedidn't inquirewhy
someone came to him for help or the merits of
their need. He helped in every way he could. We
alwayshad an extrachild or two around the house.
Onceit was alittle boy whose mother was a dope
addict. Another time, it was the dearest little girl
whose mother was not ableto provide for her. He
always found good homes for them and we hated
to see each one go.”

The mission was originally located at 608
West Bay Street. In August of 1911, owners of
the property at the corner of Bridge (now Broad)
and West Monroe streets offered alow rate of rent
and with a long lease and the mission moved to
that location not long afterward. “Both these ar-
eas have been taken over by the urban renewa
that hasbeen under way inLaVillain recent years,”
John Cowart laments. “A pillar for the Automated
Skyway Express marks one site, and there is now
aparking lot on the other.”

One of the highlights of Bateman’s Jack-
sonville period was his activity with the Ma-
sonic orders. He joined that group in December
of 1907 and rapidly moved up in the organiza-
tion until he attained the rank of Captain Gen-
eral of Damascus Commandery No. 2 (York
Rite) and Master and Chief of Kadosh, Florida
Consistory No. 2 (Scottish Rite). He served as
chaplain of the Solomon Blue Lodge #20.

In spring of 1912, Bateman journeyed to En-
gland to fulfill avariety of objectives. He wanted
tovisit hismother’sgrave, escort hissister-in-law,
Mrs. Ada Ball (or ‘Balls’ according to some
sources), to the United States and visit a number
of charitable institutions, the most important of
which was George Muller’sfamous orphanagein
Bristol. Muller had transformed hisoperation into
a self-sufficient institution that included stores, a
bakery, alaundry, etc., and Bateman was hoping
to copy it and create a similar home in Jackson-
ville, but for prostitutes rather than children.

When he was ready to return to the United
States, he had the opportunity to cancel his berth
on the ship hewas originally scheduled to sail on
and book passageinstead ontheR.M.S. TITANIC,
which hefelt would be amore memorabl e experi-
ence because of all the publicity associated with
the fact it was the new Queen of the Sea making
its maiden voyage. He and Mrs. Ball boarded the
ship in Southampton, England as secondclass
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passengers.

For the first few days, the voyage was un-
eventful and Bateman even had the opportunity to
perform ministeria dutiesby assisting another min-
ister stage areligious servicein the dining saloon
Sunday, April 14 just before dinner was served.

Thenlater that night, thefamousiceberg came
into the picture to alter everybody’s plans. About
an hour after the collision, Bateman turned up at
Mrs. Ball’s stateroom, knocked on the door to
rouse her, located the life jackets for her and her
roommate, and instructed them to proceed to the
deck immediately. By the time Mrs. Ball finally
decided to do as he said, the ship was elevated at
such an anglethat she had to hold onto something
to stay on her feet.

Bateman wasthere at thefinal lifeboat on that
side of the ship to greet her. As she boarded the
boat, he put his overcoat (or a steamer rug, ac-
cording to some sources) around her shoulders.
Then, as the boat was being lowered, he tossed
her asilk handkerchief (or ascarf or black necktie
— once again, sources differ) and exclaimed,
“Good-bye. Have confidencethat if we do not meet
again, wewill meetin heaven.”

There is so much activity attributed to
Bateman during the ship’sfinal momentsafloat and
itisvery difficult to separate myth fromfact. There
were reports that he opened the gates that were
preventing the passengersin steerage from reach-
ing thelifeboats; that heinstructed the band to play
“Nearer My God, To Thee” asthe ship went down;
that he gathered the men still on deck to the rear
of the ship and prepared them for death, then led
themin the Lord’'s Prayer. All that is known with
certainty is that he was one of the 1,503 passen-
gersto die that night, passing away at the age of
51.

AdaBall watched the ship’sfinal plungefrom
the vantage point of her lifeboat, and would later
recollect when interviewed by Jacksonville news-
paper reportersthat, intheend, it wasengulfed in
acloud of smoke that obscured it from visibility
entirely. She claimed her lifeboat contained 70
women and children, that there was a hole in the
bottom of it that allowed the cold ocean water to
leak in, and that because of its overcapacity, there
wasfear it would never get far enough away from
the ship to avoid getting dragged down when the
TITANIC finally went to the bottom. Fortunately,
4

one of the other lifeboats tossed a tow line their
way and dragged them to safety.

At various times during the next few hours,
Mrs. Ball found herself holding a baby that had
been passed down into the boat as it was being
lowered into the water, and manning an oar her-
self in an effort to put some distance between her-
self and the doomed liner. She said the lifeboat
was so crowded, however, that she could never
make a full pull. She also reported to her horror
that people in the lifeboats were firing handguns
at othersin thewater who were desperately swim-
ming toward them.

Theexposurefinally got to her and shelapsed
into semi-consciousnesswhile awaiting therescue
ship CARPATHIA. She was unable to walk after
being hauled aboard that ship and was admitted to
New York’s Sydenham Hospital onceback onland
to be treated for shock. After she recovered, she
journeyed to Jacksonville to live for atime with
her widowed sister.

The surviving Batemans entertained little
hopethat the deceased reverend’ sbody would ever
be retrieved. Memorial services were held in his
honor on Sunday, April 21, aweek after the sink-
ing, both at the First Baptist Church and at the
Central City Mission. Other memorial services
were held in Knoxville, Tenn., and Fish Ponds,
England, places where Bateman served as pastor,
but the dates of these are not known. At the First
Baptist Church service, $2,000 was subscribed
toward the establishment of a Bateman Memorial
Home at which thework he had undertaken could
continue.

Meanwhile, the White Star Line— which had
owned the TITANIC — chartered four vessel sout
of Halifax, Nova Scotia to scour the Atlantic in
the vicinity of the shipwreck and search for pas-
sengers’ bodies. A total of 328 were eventually
recovered, 119 of which were buried at sea; 150
wereinterred - in three Halifax cemeteriesand 59
were transported for burial elsewhere. On Thurs-
day, April 25, four days after the memorial ser-
vices, body No. 174 was pulled from the sea by
crewmen aboard the recovery vessel MACKAY
BENNETT and— with theaid of aMasonic watch
fob found in the clothing identified as being
Bateman. “When the body was found, there was
no water in hislungs— meaning he didn’t drown
— but there was a large gash on his head,” says



Kathleen Ellinghaus. “Ada Ball saw one of the
ship’s smokestacks fall onto the part of the ship
where Bateman was standing, and she specul ated
that it struck him and that thisiswhat killed him.”
The body was delivered to Halifax April 30 and
was shipped by train to Jacksonville a few days
later, whereit finally arrived May 10.

At the time Jacksonville residents became
aware that Bateman’'s body had been recovered,
theworld was till in shock and mourning over the
tragedy of the sinking and aformal burial was ar-
ranged for hisbody with full honors. It was placed
in the chapel at Marcus Conant Funeral Home,
whereit wasleft lying in statein ametallic coffin
for aperiod to allow for visitation. Upon the cof-
finwasametal plateidentifying himasaTITANIC
victim; it also said that the greatest tribute that
could be given himwasfor thework he performed
here to continue.

The actual funeral was conducted Sunday,
May 12 at the First Baptist Church and was ac-
companied by afull array of Masonic ceremonies.
Bateman’s casket was carried into the church be-
tween two lines of members of the Knights
Templar, who raised their swordsto form an arch
over the procession. This was also done at the
entranceto Evergreen Cemetery after the body ar-
rived there. Bateman’'s lodge brothers posthu-
mously conferred an honorary 33rd degree upon
him, and hewaslaid to rest in the Masonic section
of the cemetery in an unmarked grave.

Bateman had alifeinsurance policy with the
Woodmen of the World that was discovered
amongst his effects after he passed away, and the
money it provided was used to make adistinctive
green cenotaph to honor him. Thiswas placed in
another portion of the cemetery on July 13, 1913.
Uponit arewrittenthewords, “Dr. R. J. Bateman.
Born Oct. 14, 1860. Died April 15, 1912. Helost
hislifeinthewreck of S.S. TITANIC.”

Many visitorsto the cemetery have expressed
surprise over the fact that Bateman’s actual burial
site is unmarked while such a distinctive monu-
ment to him islocated elsewherein the cemetery.
Longtime cemetery administrative staffer Vicke
Southall offers this explanation: “The Reverend
Bateman was a member both of the Masons and
the Woodmen of the World. Both organizations
owned property in the cemetery, and because he
was such an outstanding individual, both wanted

to honor him. The Masonswound up with hisbody,
but they didn’t allow big, upright types of monu-
ments. The Woodmen of the World had no such
regulations, so they went ahead and put up aceno-
taph for him anyway on their cemetery property,
even though his body was not buried there.”

It is interesting to note that Bateman, in his
writings, twice predicted his demise aboard the
TITANIC. In aletter sent to his nephew during a
stopover in Ireland that did not reach its destina-
tionuntil after the sinking, Bateman wrote, “1f this
ship goesto the bottom, | shall not bethere, | shall
be up yonder. Think of it"” And when his locked
desk was pried open in Jacksonvillefollowing his
death, this poem, composed and handwritten by
him on a black-bordered card, was found on top
of hispapers:

Do you shudder as you picture
All the horrors of that hour?
Ah! But Jesus was beside me
To sustain me by his power.

And he came himself to meet me
In that way so hard to tread

And with Jesus arm to cling to
Could I have one doubt or dread?

“1 really don’t regard these writingsasapre-
monition that he felt he was going to die in tran-
sit,” says Cowart, who discovered the letter and
the poem while doing his research on Bateman.
“Back in those days, most people regarded oce-
anic travel as arisky venture, and it was not that
unusual for those who engaged in it to leave their
affairsin order before departing just in case some-
thing happened.”

Thefate of the members of Bateman'sfamily
immediately following hisdemiseisadebated is-
sue. Cowart found evidenceindicating the mission
was a family venture, and that some of its mem-
bers — including Bateman’s widow — remained
associated with the Central City Mission for pos-
sibly a year or two following his death. But ac-
cordingto Edward A. Mueller, thefamily — while
living in Jacksonville— maintained asecond resi-
dence in Baltimore, and Mrs. Bateman and Mrs.
Ball moved back to that home a very short time
after Reverend Bateman's death. “Following the

5



funeral, only a son and a daughter of Bateman’'s
remained in Jacksonville., and that son, Percy
Bruce Bateman, went to work not at the mission
but at the Hutchinson Audit Company,” saysMuel-
ler. “He stayed at that job until he enlisted in the
Navy in 1918 for World War 1, and he didn’t re-
turn to the city after getting out of the service. He
eventually settled in Greensboro, N.C., where he
worked for the Sinclair Oil Company until he re-
tired in 1957.” Mueller traced Ada Ball to
Cockeysville, Md. “Ada was later joined in the
United States by her two English-born sons and

she lived until 1967,” he says. He found the
steamer rug Bateman wrapped around her as she
escaped from the sinking TITANIC in the pos-
session of Percy Bruce Bateman’s heirsin North
Carolina. The silk tie he threw her is now owned
by the Ellinghauses, who are the descendants of
Bateman’ s daughter Grace.

“Interestingly, | have no leads about what
happened to the $2,000 that was subscribed to
open aBateman Memoria Homein Jacksonville,”
Mueller adds. “All I know is that no such home
was ever built.”

Theideal book for tourist railroads and museums
Railroad History in Photographs

150 Yearsof North American Railroading

A. W Thompson, R. J. Church and J. J. Pryor, editors

Specifically designed for theinter estsof the general publicand
therailroad-oriented tourist, thisbook presentsabroad view of North
American railroad history.

A superb collection of photographs explores every aspect of
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railroading, from locomotives and cars to complete trains and
structures. Fully 150 years of history are depicted through images
from all parts of the country and many individual railr oads.

L arge-for mat photogr aphs ar e enhanced and inter preted with
extensiveand thoroughly resear ched captions. Thework isintended
to provide thereader with more than a basic under standing of the
development of the railroad and its equipment, and thereby
appreciate the railroad’s influence in the emerging fabric of our
society.

Thisbook will extend the experience enjoyed by thetourist who
hasvisited amuseum or tourist railroad, in theform of an inexpensive
yet compr ehensive look at railroad history.

ORDER FORM

Signature Press, 11508 Green Road, Wilton CA 95693

Please send me:

copies, Railroad History in Photographs, $19.95 each plus $1.50 shipping, total

Name

Address (No POBox please)

City

State ZIP
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Second Notice - Membership Renewal

Please take a moment and fill out the attached renewal notice. Your membership in the R&LHS
and the Southeast Chapter isagreat way to keep up to dateon all the history inrailroading. Soif you' ve
been amember, please stay with us aswe continue to look at railroading past and present. If you' re not
amember, giveusatry, | think you'll like membershipinthe R&LHS!

Our Treasurer, Jm Wilk, will forward the National portion and any other Chapter dues to the
R&LHS Treasurer and other Chapter Membership Secretaries respectively.

Please choose and remit for the year 1998:
1. Southeast Chapter member ship $12.00

2. Contribution to the SEC to help finance our publication effort

3. National R& LHS Dues (All member s pay this. Choose your level of renewal):
Regular $20.00

Contributing* $35.00
Donor * $50.00
Sustaining* $75.00
Patron* $250.00

* Renewals at thislevel will receive a special publication
“OUR FIRST LOCOMOTIVES”

4. Indicateif you also wish to join the following chapters:

Chicago $11.00
Golden Spike-Ogden $10.00
L ackawanna $12.00
New York $12.00
Pacific Coast $17.00
Southwest $12.00

Southern California $15.00

5. TOTAL REMITTANCE

Make check payableto SEC - R&LHS

Mail entire form (or a photocopy) and check to

JamesWilk

Post Office Box 48220

Jacksonville, FL 32247-8220

Your Name

Address

City ST ZIP
Phone (Optional)




Minutes of the Southeast Chapter, Railtway & FTocomotifie Historical Society

The April meeting of the Southeast Chapter of the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society
was held in the 13th Floor Conference Room of the CSXT GOB on Thursday, April 9, 1998 at 6:00
P.M. A quorum was present. Chapter Chairperson Jim Smith chaired the meeting. There were no
minutes of the May meeting. The Treasurer’s report showed $946.06 in savings, $685.42 in checking
for a $31.48.

Old Business -

Jim Smith reported the reprint of the R&LHS Bulletin on Florida railroads has gone to the
printer.

The 1998 dues have been sent out.

W. F. Howes is the interim chairman of the R&LHS Awards Program.

New Business -

The R&LHS convention and directors meeting will be May 22-26 in Scranton.

Jim Smith suggested the chapter print some of the photos from the Swingle collection as our
next book.

Committee Reports -
Cliff Vander Yacht needs articles for the Southeast Limited.

Announcements -
There were no announcements.

Meeting Programs -
The program featured a video of a gathering of steam boats at Silver Springs, FL.

The June 11 program will be on the St. Lawrence & Atlantic Ski Train by Richard Dickerson.

Respectfully submitted,

i — SN

1999 R& LHS& NRHS
Pre-Registration Form

If you are seriously planning to go to the GREATEST railroad history event
of 1999, then this is for you. The joint NRHS - R&LHS National Convention
will be held in Sacramento, CA from June 21 to June 26, 1999. When you
pre-register you will receive the registration package, which gives you
information needed to sign up for convention activities and excursions,
PRIOR to the members that have not pre-registered. So start planning for
June, 1999 and pre-register.



RAILS TO THE SOLDEN STATE

1999 Convention Pre-Registration Form

Narne

Address

City o State Zip
Country =Mzl Address

Day Timc Phone | y Night Time Ihone | ]
MRS Membert [] Chaper Membership Mumber

R&ELHS Member®  [|  Chapter

Kepgistration is $20 witil Jaruwary 31, 19499, $33 the reafter, We accepi checks, money gnlers,
Wisa hMasterCard, 1scover, and Americun Fapress. Make checks or money orders payvable 1o
Cenlrul Cousl Batlwuy Club,

Credit Card Information:

Ciecle Card Type:  Visa MasterCard  Discover  American | Txpressy

Credit Card Numbecr Exp. ate

Marrie a5 iC appears oh credil card

Sipnatiure

ilice Lhse Omlby: Auwlh &

[] Check if wou arc not interested in pre-registering. but are interested i receiving Lhe
registtatiom paekel when 1f becomes available to non pre-registered members.

M1l the completed lorm io;

1999 MEI TS 2nd R&LHS Mational Cenvention
PO Box 3280
Ban Josc, A 95155-H2RY



1999 NRHS and R& LHS National Convention

You areinvited to thejoint 1999 NRHS and R& LHS National Convention sponsored
by the Central Coast Chapter, NRHS and the Pacific Coast Chapter of the R&LHS.
Thejoint national convention will be held from June 21 to June 26, 1999 in
Sacramento, California. Some of the highlightswill be:

Sesquicentennial - California’s 150th birthday celebration. A three year
celebration that highlightsthe statesrich history in avariety of areas,
including the major contributions by the railroads. Thethird week of June
1999 has been designated as the period to celebrate the railroads of the state.
The NRHS and R& LHS National Convention isone of two official railroad
events.

Excursions - We are negotiating with several railroads about their
participation in the convention. While no contracts have been signed yet,
excursionsto scenic Sierralocations aswell as Bay Areadestinations have
been requested.

Railfair - The California State Rail Museum, as an official event of the
Sesquicentennial celebration, isstagingamajor Railfair ssimilar in natureto
thefairsthat the museum held in 1981 and 199 1. The Railfair will be
occurring in Sacramento during the same week asthe NRHS and R&LHS
convention.

M eetings, seminars, & banquet - Therewill be the traditional day of
meetings and seminarsfollowed by the banquet. The seminarswill be based
around the history and the future of railroading in the Golden State.

L ocal events- Local tours and excursions of the Sacramento areawill be
featured.

We are now accepting pre-registration for the convention. Pre-registering discountsthe
registration fee to $20 and enables you to receive the registration package, which gives
the information needed to sign up for convention activities, prior to the membersthat
have not preregistered. Pre-registration ends on January 31, 1999. After that date, the
full $25 registration feewill be required. To pre-register, fill out the form on the other
side of this sheet and mail it to the address specified onit.

1999 NRHS and R& LHS National Convention, PO. Box 8289, San Jose, CA 95155-
8289
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Minutes of the Southeast Chapter, Railtway & FTocomotifie Historical Soriety

The May meeting of the Southeast Chapter of the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society
was held in the 13th Floor Conference Room of the CSXT GOB on Thursday, May 14, 1998 at 6:00
P.M. A quorum was present. Chapter Chairperson Jim Smith chaired the meeting. There were no
minutes of the April meeting. The Treasurer’s report showed $946.06 in savings, $685.42 in check-
ing for a total of $1631.48,

Old Business -

Jim Smith displayed new sheets for the publication of the reprints of the history of Florida
railroads from the R&LHS Bulletins. We have a 30-day extension from the printer on the quote for
1000 books with 100 hard covers for library sales.

New Business -

The Chapter has been asked to assist the new Chairman in processing the R&LHS awards
program.

The executive committee has transferred dues and membership information to William Lugg
of the Pacific Coast Chapter.

Bill Howes and Jim Smith will be attending the National meeting in Scranton.

Committee Reports -

Cliff Vander Yacht reported the April newsletter will be small.
Announcements -

ACL100 (in black paint) is at the Amtrak station for evaluation.

There will be a celebration at Waycross for the 25th anniversary of Rice Yard on Saturday,
May 30.

Meeting Programs -
The program featured Midwestern interurban videos from Frank Dewey and Mark Bennett.

Respectfully submitted,

e RERe
NRHS Announces Railcamp 1998

A pilot project has been designed to provide abackground inrail history, preservation, operations
and transportation career opportunities available to forty high school students. The Southeast Chapter
may help cover some of the $495 (exclusive of fare to and from Scranton) costs. Anyone interested
should contact NRHS RAILCAMP 1998, PO Box 58547, Philadelphia PA 19102-8547 or http://
www.cs.uof s.edu/~steamtown and/or SEC-R& LHS, PO Box 664, JAX FL 32201-0664.

| STEAMTOWN
RAILCAMP 1998

July 19 - July 25, 1998
Steamtown National Historic Site CN 3254 pulling an excursion.
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Lackawanna#952 is now located at the railroad museum in St. Louis. It is the heartthrob of the brand new
chapter of the R&LHS. The engine may be moved much closer to them, at Scranton, in the near future.
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